GERMAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (GSAA)

2009 CONFERENCE

“A World of German”

November 18-20, 2009
Hosted by the University of Western Australia (German and European Studies), Perth

Call for Papers

In 2007 Katharine Arens asked in The German Quarterly what does the discipline of German Studies consist of and what are its legitimate methods?  The subsequent debate can be seen as a new stage in the process of self-questioning which has been a part of German Studies since its inception. The discipline has periodically looked inward, questioning its sources, its canon, its history and its sources of scholarly validity and legitimation. Is German Studies just about contemporary culture? Or is there still a place for Goethe and Schiller? 

Questions of identity, language, and literary and cultural comparative studies have emerged at the cutting edge. The current debate takes these questions outward, towards Europe and the world. Nevertheless identity in all its forms – linguistic, literary and cultural, socio-political and historical – remains the central concern of German Studies both in the German-speaking lands of Europe and in the world. 

The 2009 conference of the German Studies Association of Australia (GSAA) will take place at the University of Western Australia in Perth, Western Australia on November 18-20, 2009. 

Papers are invited on all areas of German Studies in either German or English. Session-topics include: 

German-speaking Europe, Germany and the World

· German-Speakers in Australia

· Indian Civilisation in German Studies

· China, Asia and Germany
· German Studies in Japan
· History of Australian German Studies
New Directions in German Studies

· Work, Literature and Identity 

· Narratives of Science and Society 
· German Literature, World Literature and Translation

Intercultural German Studies

· National and Transnational Identities in Literature

· Travel Literature in German 

· The German Literatures of Central Europe

· Immigration, Emigration and Exile
· Minority literatures in German

The State of the Discipline

· Challenges of German as a Second Language

· German Language Policy and the European Union

· ‘German Studies’ and ‘Germanistik’

· Reappraisals of German Classicism and Romanticism

· ‘Who’s Afraid of Christa Wolf?’ Re-evaluations of the GDR

Contemporary German Literature 

· New Developments in German Narrative

· A Culture of Memory? 

· Contemporary Theatre

· New Poetry in German

Gender, Narrative and Nation

· Masculinity and Homosexuality in German Literature

· Gender and Identity in German Literature 
German Film and Media 

· Germany in World Cinema

· Germany and Hollywood

· Representations of the Past

· New Social Movements in German Film

The conference is open to all aspects of German Studies. New session suggestions are welcome and papers will be grouped thematically where possible.

Proposals of 200 words plus title should reach

Peter Morgan

pmorgan@cyllene.uwa.edu.au
by 20 April 2009

European Langues & Studies (M203)

UWA

35 Stirling Highway

Crawley WA 6009

Australia
Keynote Speakers will be announced soon.

For more information, browse: http://www.european.uwa.edu.au/german [under

construction]

